Portland Public Library

Portland Public Library Digital Commons
Peaks Island Star, 2021

Peaks Island Star

1-2021

Peaks Island Star : January 2021, Vol. 41, Issue 1
Service Agencies of the Island

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/peaks_pisn_2021

Recommended Citation
Service Agencies of the Island, "Peaks Island Star : January 2021, Vol. 41, Issue 1" (2021). Peaks Island
Star, 2021. 1.
https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/peaks_pisn_2021/1

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Peaks Island Star at Portland Public Library Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Peaks Island Star, 2021 by an authorized administrator of Portland
Public Library Digital Commons. For more information, please contact schechter@portlib.org.

Peakslsland

STA

Newsle ~r of the lslands ServLCe A.genct'.es 85 ot:tter Commun.lt1-3 News

I

January 2021

Volume 41

Issue 1

PEAKS ISLAND LIONS CLUB

Thanks to the generosity of our Peaks Island community, along with our dipping a bit into our
reserve funds, we were able to fully fund our scholarship program during these trying times.
Remember, if you've filled out our scholarship form, we still need a copy of your f:rrst semester
grades to send out the check. Please send the copy of your grades
to oilionsscho larshio@Q:mail.com
Our Club, t...h.e Peaks Island Lions Club, is a 501 c4 and is in the process of forming an associated
501c3 foundation that will be known as Lions Club Of Peaks Island Foundation. Once it is
formed we will let you know. It will be able to accept tax-deductible donations of which virtually
100 percent will be distributed in the same year received. This foundation will have the same
membership, BOD, and Officers as the Peaks Island Lions Club.
Be Well and Happy New Year!

8th Maine Regiment Association
The 8th Maine Regiment Association is offering a 500.00-dollar scholarship to residents of
Peaks Island who are graduating High School Seniors or recent High School graduates that are
furthering their education.
Applications must be submitted by June 1, 2021

*Applications

are available by contacting:
David Knapp
Telephone 772-663-1477
E-mail: Mainecamp(@,icloud.com

*Applications are also available at the Library during their PPL to Go! hours on Tuesdays and
Fridays.

I

PEAKS ISLAND TAX AND ENERGY ASSISTANCE
As 2019 came to a close so many of us were hoping that 2020 would bring a new year of health, peace and prosperity, but
so many people throughout the world had their hopes and dreams dashed. Now 2021 has ar;ived and with it new hopes and
the renewed promise of better days ahead.
PITEA was unable to fundraise in 2020 but we knew we would need to have the resources to assist our neighbors to pay
their property taxes and energy costs. Islanders - permanent residents, renters, and seasonal residents graciously donated to
PITEA throughout the summer and fall. The City of Portland donated $4000.00 to Energy Assistance, and we are prepared
to assist homeowners to pay their energy bills. We are so grateful for each and every donation. There is no doubt that
everyone whose application is approved by a member of the clergy will receive up to $325.00 toward his/her energy bill. As is
our promise, every applicant may apply for assistance three times per year.
All of us on Peaks have the good fortune to live in a caring and welcoming neighborhood. Our masks may make it a little
more difficult to recognize one another but the smiles are still there. The ferry ride is still as good as ever, and our crews keep
us coming and going on time and in good humor. How lucky we are!
Applications may be found on the library bulletin board or on the island bulletin board located on the corner of Welch and
Island Avenue. For more information or to have an application emailed call Cynthia at 766-0067 or email
pkstaxasst@maine.r; com. Please remember that you may let the clergy know if you have a neighbor who needs assistance.
We are neighbors helping ne~ghbors
All of the Board Members of PITEA wish you good health, happiness, and a peaceful New Year. We hope to see you all
when we can resume our Loaf and Ladle Dinners.

Home Start Update
As 2020 (finally) comes to an end, we recall that just a year ago we were
asking the Peaks community to support our effort to build a one bedroom
accessory dwelling unit on the back of our house at 18 Luther St. You
generously answered the call !
Now as we put the final touches on financing, we're happy to report that .
come spring, we should be breaking ground. Thompson Johnson will build the
basic structure and volunteers will complete the interior finish work. With
luck, a new year round rental will be ready for occupancy in early fall 2021.
Part of the money raised has also funded blown in insulation to the existing
home to improve its energy efficiency. Plans for additional improvements
include a better heating system and attention to some "deferred maintenance."
We couldn't do any of it without the support of the Peaks Community. Thank
you. Please be in touch if you have questions or suggestions.
And we join everyone on our beloved island, and our beloved world, 1n wishing
for a better, healthier, kinder 2021.
Betsey Remage-Healey
remagehealey@gmail.com

J anuarv at the Peaks Island Branch Librarv
129 Island Avenue
Phone: 766-5540 Tuesdays Noon - 6 pm/ Fridays 8 am - 2 pm
or by chance other days ! email: peaks@portlib.org
Happy New Year!

PPL to Go, our no-contact pickup service continues Tuesdays from 2pm-6pm and Fridays
from l0am-lpm. This service enables you to place requests for items (via our website or by
calling us during the hours above) and then contactless pickup during the above hours. We
also provide printing, book bags for families, and new or replacement library cards. For the
safety of our staff and the community, we do require face masks and social distancing at
all rimes during pickup times.
Everyone who is in middle school (public, private or homeschooled) is welcome to join our
Middle School Book Club, which will be meeting via Zoom on the first Wednesday of the
month between 11 am - :noon. The first meeting is January 6! Unlike other book groups there is
not a specific book that everyone reads each month. Instead, everyone comes together to share
what they are presently reading, a favorite book, or make recommendations, while enjoying each
other's company. Future meetings th.is winter are on February 3 and March 3.
Tuesdays Book Discussion will meet via Zoom on January 12, from 7:00-8:00 pm. We
will be discussing Pachmko by Min Jin Lee. Next month's meeting will be February 9,
and the book is The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure. Everyone is welcome. Contact
the Library for more information. Sponsored by Friends of the Peaks Is!and Library.

PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN'S WORKSHOP:

71 HermanAvenue: 766-2854

WWW. OlCW.OrQ:

THE PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN'S ,:voRKSHOP "WILL BKCLOSED
DECEMBER 23 rd THROUGH JANUARY 1ST FOR OUR WINTER .B REAK AND JANUARY
18TH IN OBSERVANCE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR DAY
December brought the snow and cold but our students still enjoyed spending time outside playing with their
sleds and painting the snow. Inside our preschoolers were busy learning about all the different holidays
celebrated during the month and delighted in making Kwanzaa necklaces, Star of David ornaments and Santa
masks. Our infants and toddlers have been working on their gross motor skills by jumping, rolling, and dancing
as well as learning about animals and what sounds they make .
We are currently looking for volunteers to work in our Infant/Toddler Room. If interested, please contact Katie
at office@picw.om:.
Until further notice, our building and playgrounds will be closed to anyone who is not essential staff or students.
If you need to enter the building or talk to the director, please email Katie to make an appointment for after
hours .
PICW is accepting applications for part/full time care on our WAIT-LIST. Contact Katie at office@picw.om: for applications. The
Board of the PICW is always open to suggestions and communication from the community. Please contact us through Board Chair,
Jenn ifer Eckel, at jgeckel l @gmail.com.

St. Christopher Catholic Church
Rector: Father Greg Dube at 773-7746
Sunday lvlass is at 10 AM each week with a current limit of 50
attendees. For information about other services on the mainland, check
www. portlandca tholic. org. For information concerning Baptism,
Reconciliation & Marriage, please contact Father Greg.

Free Medical Equipment
The Peaks Island Health Center and St Christopher's Church have
free ntedical equipment available on loan temporarily. Wheelchairs,
walkers, and crutches are provided on a first come, first served basis at no
charge. Borrowers are only asked when they will return it and also relieve
the program of any liability.
For more information, contact Kay Taylor at 766-2811 or islapicos
@maine.rr.com; or Chris Hoppin at 766-2593 or choppin@aoLcom.

Community Emeraencv Resoonse Team (CERT}
Our Peaks·Island Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) needs more volunteers to work with the Portland Fire
Department responding to emergencies and disasters. Help is
available by calling 911. FM!, call Jay Desmond at 766-2088.

American Leaion Post 142

As a precaution for our employees and customers in light
of the pandemic, we have closed the Post for the winter. We look
forward to opening outside again sometime in May. We also plan
for our annual Memorial Day Parade and cookout if conditions
improve.

DEADLINEFORNEXTMONTH'SSTAR:Monday, January25 . Articles
should be copy ready and may be placed in the Library Book Return, now located
outside the Community Building.

The Fifth Maine Museum
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www.fifthmainemuseum.org, 207-766-3330
Happy New Year from the Fifth Maine Museum.
We are looking forward to an innovative 2021 season!!

We are in the midst of our annual appeal c;:ampaign, a once-a-year fundraiser that
provides the bulk of our operating funds and we welcome your contribution especially
since our 2020 income was 55% lower than in 2019 . Although we cut every expenditure we possibly could, delayed
initiatives we expected to launch in 2020, and relied on our volunteers to provide services we often pay for, balancing
the budget remains a challenge .
History. Legacy. Community.

This year, more than ever, we are reliant on the generosity of our members and the Peaks Island community.
Our heartfelt thanks go out to those who have already donated to the annual appeal. We are half way to our goal.
If you would like to join your friends and neighbors in supporting the Fifth Maine, you can make donations on line
through the SUPPORT tab of our website, www.fifthmainemuseum.org. The board is a vigilant steward of your
contributions, ensuring that 100% of your Annual Appeal donation helps fund t he Fifth Maine Museum's operating
costs including property maintenance, collection care, util ities, insurance, security systems, and emergency repairs.

If you have any questions about the Fifth Maine Museum, please contact Susan Hanley, 207.332 .2443.

Peaks Island Community Food Pantry
The Peaks Island Community Food Pantry is located in the Brackett Memorial Church
and is open on Mondays at 3:30-Spm. Our mission is to provide food assistance to
our island neighbors in need, supported by m;iny different individuals and
organ izations from Peaks Island.
Than k you to the many generous donations from the members of the Peaks Island community (and beyond)!!
We are proud to say that 10096 of your donations go directly to providing food assistance to our clients.

singfe,serve microwavable meals
(i.e. Hormel's Comp/eats}, hearty soups, mustard, laundry detergent, dishwashing soap, Saltin e crackers.
Ritz crackers, chicken or beef Ramen, canned chicken, beef stew, tuna, mayo, stuffing mixes.
If you would like to donate items to the food pantry, our needs this month are:

A rem ind er that you can ma ke cash donations vi a check. Please make chec k out to "Peaks Island Food Pantry"~ send to
Susan Hanley, l.08 Brackett Avenue, Peaks Island, ME 04108.
If you have any questions about the food pantry, or you would like to arrang e a food drop 9ff or a donation pick up, please
c;:ontac;:t Susan Hanley, 207,332, 2443 .

Pealts Island Health Center
A Heartfelt Health Center Thank You
to Jon Kelso and Kathy McCarthy

We have returned to
o ur regular sche dule!
87 Central Avenue
Peaks Island, Maine
Kitty Gi lbert, FNP,
sees patients
Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday fro m
8:30 a. m -3: 00 p.m.
Ca ll (207) 874-246 6
or (207) 766-2929 t o
schedu le appo intments

The Peaks Island Board of Directors would like to express our heartfelt
thanks to Jon Kelso and Kathy McCarthy as they step down from the
Board. For decades, Jon (and years ago, his w ife Angie) and Kathy have
worked tirelessly to provi de on -island hea lth care for our community. Their
spirit of volunte erism and behind the scenes efforts have created a stable,
welcoming Health Center.... and all of this on a shoestring budget!
In the true spirit of service, they have both promised to join us for the
Annual Clam Shell relay as we continue to fund scholarships for health care
students. Thank you!

Jo in t h e Pea k s Island Health Cente r
Did you know that over 750 of your island neighbors have chosen th e Peaks
Island Health Center and MaineHealth as their primary care provider?
Consider joining them in 2021 and enjoy the convenience of high quality,
community-based healthcare close to home!

Find the latest news an d events at peaksis!an dheafthcenter.org

TAXI NEWS
Holiday and Schedule Updates
The Taxi will be available Christmas Eve day and New
Year ' s Eve day from 7 :00am - 1:00 pm and will be
ofllineChristmasDay and New Year's Day.

(207) 518-0000

Beginning December 27, The Taxi will be offline Sundays and Mondays due to low demand
and ridership. It will be available Tuesday through Saturday from 7:30am to 6:00pm, and
Melanie will meet afternoon ferries on Welch Street.
Folks should call the Taxi if they need service during that time frame or have other questions
about service availability: (207) 518-0000.

If anyone is interested in driving for the Taxi, they are encouraged to call Melanie during
operating hours at (207) 518-0000.

